	[image: image1.png]



Skin Care
	Briefing
	HS02

	
	Issue Date
	27/08/10

	
	Prepared by
	Scott Walker (QHSE Advisor)

	
	Approved by
	Bill Mayze (Managing Director)

	
	Page
	Page 1 of 2


	[image: image2.emf] 



PPE
	Briefing
	HS03

	
	Issue Date
	30/09/10

	
	Prepared by
	Scott Walker - QHSE Advisor

	
	Approved by
	Bill Mayze – Managing Director

	
	Page
	Page 2 of 3



Introduction:

There have been several site visits where the correct PPE has not been worn. It is a requirement of Buffer Rail, that where PPE has been identified as being required through a risk assessment, site rules, when instructed by a Manager or by our Customers, that it shall be worn at all times.
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Purpose:

PPE is issued as a control measure to reduce the risk of injury however in the hierarchy of control measure; it is the last on the list. Therefore it is very important that PPE is worn or you may be exposing yourself to a high risk of injury. This briefing has been developed to emphasise the importance of wearing PPE. 

Scope:

All staff who work for Buffer Rail
Instructions to PPE user:
· Wear the correct PPE as instructed

· Ensure your PPE is clean, fit for purpose, has the company logo clearly displayed and fits correctly.

· You are responsible for the care of your PPE.

· PPE must be worn before entering the work area where PPE is required.

· PPE must only be used for the task it is designed and supplied for.

· If you have any doubt about the condition, type, design, use or fitting of any PPE, report it to your manager.

· Look after your PPE, it could get lost, stolen or damaged on a work site.

· Some activities require specialist PPE, if in doubt ask!

· All site work boots must be to the correct specification and provide ankle protection.

· If there is any reason you cannot wear an item of PPE report it immediately to your local manager.

· Failure to wearing the correct PPE may lead to disciplinary action.
PPE use and care:

High Visibility Clothing
· All high visibility clothing must be inspected before use to ensure it is clean, retained its reflective qualities, is in good condition, no rips or tears, zips and fasteners are in working order and any elasticised section still functions.

· All clothing must be worn correctly and be fastened when appropriate.

· High visibility clothing must NOT be exposed to direct sunlight when not in use.

· Clean your high visibility clothing in line with the manufacturer’s recommendations.
Safety Footwear
· Ensure that any safety footwear is appropriate to the activity you are undertaking.

· Ensure shoes and boots are in good condition, good tread pattern, no tears, metal toe protector is in place and the sole is firmly attached to the upper part of the shoes.

· Always ensure that footwear fits correctly and can be laced or buckled.

· Always dry boots after use, not rapidly or in dry heat.

· Only wear footwear that has been assigned to you by the organisation.

Safety Helmets
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Always examine for cracks, distortion and that the liner / harness is correctly fitted.

· Always ensure the liner / harness is correctly adjusted.

· Safety helmets should only be cleaned with soapy water and then dried with a cloth.

· Helmets with ear defenders and visors attached must be examined to ensure all components are clean and functional.

· Most helmets have a recommended 5 year life span from the date of manufacture.

Gloves
· When gloves are provided ensure they are in good condition.

· Ensure the gloves are appropriate for the task, leather, rubber or cloth.

· Store the gloves correctly and if they become wet dry before the next use.

· If gloves become contaminated with oils, grease, detergents or solvents, dispose of them correctly and use new gloves.
PPE Issue and care:

Ear Defenders
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Always check the cleanliness and condition of ear protection before use.

· Ear defenders must be worn when site conditions deem it necessary.

· All ear defenders must be correctly fitted and worn.

· Never used someone else’s ear plugs.

· Check cup type cushions for cracking, tearing and breaking away from the main body.
Eye Protection
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Always examine eye protection before use.

· Ensure eye protection fits correctly.

· Check that the eye protection is suitable for the task being undertaken.

· Clean with a mild detergent and dry.

· Never use solvents or other substance/equipment to clean eye protection.
Respiratory Equipment
· [image: image7.wmf]Ensure that all equipment is correct type for the task being undertaken.

· Ensure it is in good and clean condition.

· Ensure that you know how the equipment fits and be aware of any limitations.

· Ensure that the inspection certification is in date and applicable to the equipment being used.

· Ensure the filters are serviceable and are in date.
Hot Work Equipment
· Ensure gauntlets are free of holes & splits and not saturated with any combustible fluids.

· Ensure Masks & goggles fitting straps are in place and retain the assembly safely.

· Ensure that glasses & goggles are resistant to welding flashes and furnace light. 

· Always wear flame retardant overalls, which are free from combustible fluids, oil & grease Overalls must always be worn outside the boots, not tucked in to the boots.

· Ensure that safety footwear supplied, have soles which are made from heat resistant material.
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Remember “If it is not safe, don’t do it”.
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